The following are examples of descriptions of the program, which you can use for newsletters, bulletins, and emails.  

If you have any questions or comments, 
please contact Bob Bucklew at rob2@case.edu or at 216844-2247.

Sample Email/Bulletin Insert

Over 40 million people are living with HIV around the world.  Each year more than 5 million people become infected, and an additional 3 million people die annually.  In the United States, more than 40,000 people become newly infected with HIV each year. The best hope to stop the spread of the epidemic is an HIV vaccine or a microbicide, a substance such as a gel, which would prevent HIV transmission.   

The Case/UHC AIDS Clinical Trials Unit is looking for Greater Clevelanders who want to help meet the challenge of developing life-saving microbicides and vaccines.  The Unit has been offering clinical trials to HIV-positive people since 1987 and now is establishing the groundwork to test microbicides and HIV vaccines here in Cleveland. The Unit is inviting HIV-negative (not infected) people, ages 18-60, to sign up to receive information about these trials when they begin in Cleveland. Signing up does not mean that you are agreeing to enroll in a trial, just that you are willing to receive a letter or email information about trials.  

It’s simple to sign up on line at the Unit’s website http://www.clevelandactu.org/html/negative.html
If you would like more information on HIV vaccines, microbicides, the AIDS Clinical Trials Unit and the sign up list, go to the link above, or contact Bob Bucklew at rob2@case.edu or at (216)844-2247. 

Sample Newsletter article

STEP UP TO THE CHALLENGE
In 2004, over 5 million people become newly infected with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.  Over 3 million people died of AIDS-related causes.   It is very difficult for us to comprehend the despair, devastation, and destruction that HIV is causing around the world, including here in northeastern Ohio.   One of the most frightening aspects of this epidemic is that future estimates of HIV infection continue to increase exponentially: currently 40 million people are infected with HIV – by 2010, it has been estimated that over 90 million people will be infected.   

Yet, hope must burn eternal.  We must not let the enormity of the problem cause us to become paralyzed into inaction, or turn away because it is someone else’s problem.  The best hope for stopping the spread of the AIDS epidemic is the same as it has been for other human epidemics: a preventive vaccine or a microbicide – a substance that will prevent people from becoming infected. 

The Case Western Reserve University/University Hospitals of Cleveland AIDS Clinical Trials Unit, which has been providing clinical trials to HIV-positive people since 1987, and its partner subunit at MetroHealth Medical Center, will begin providing HIV preventive vaccine and microbicide trials in Cleveland.  For these to be successful we must have HIV-negative (not infected with HIV) volunteers.   
In preparation for this, we are inviting HIV-negative, healthy adults, ages 18-60, to sign up to receive information about HIV vaccine and microbicide trials when they open in Cleveland.  Signing up to receive information does not, in any way, imply agreement to enroll in a clinical trial – just a willingness to receive information via an occasional letter.  The contact information will remain confidential and will be used solely for the purpose of informing people of HIV vaccine or microbicide trials.  Because of the nature of the anticipated trials, we are not specifically looking for people who are at high risk for acquiring HIV.  
Online contact list registration and additional information can be found at the Unit’s website at: www.clevelandactu.org/html/negative.html   Additionally, you can request additional information about the campaign, and bulk materials such as postcards, posters and paper registration forms.  We also have examples of newsletter articles and bulletin inserts explaining the contact list campaign.   We can arrange for a speaker to talk to any groups who may be interested.    
We have called our contact list campaign, Step Up to the Challenge.  For we believe that the people of northeast Ohio can and will step up to the challenge.  While our area has certainly gone through rough times economically, we should remain steadfastly proud of the good will and compassion that is routinely expressed by thousands of our area’s citizens.    Please feel free to contact me with any questions or comments.  Thank you for your time, 
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Bob Bucklew, Outreach Coordinator









Case/UHC AIDS Clinical Trials Unit









(216)844-2247/fax(216)844-3926









rob2@case.edu
PS.  An excellent resource to help understand the vital importance of microbicide development is the website of the Global Campaign for Microbicides.  http://www.global-campaign.org    If you would like a showing of the film on the website, In Women’s Hands, please contact me and I will assist in arranging it.   A local chapter of the Global Campaign has recently informed.  Contact me if you would like more information about this organization.  
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