June 21, 2007

Case Epidemiologists Receive Two Awards to Tackle HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis in Uganda

The Doris Duke Charitable Foundation (DDCF) recently awarded two grants to Case Western Reserve University for Operations Research on AIDS Care and Treatment in Africa.  Among 10 awards made, 2 were received by Ajay K. Sethi, PhD, MHS, Assistant Professor and Christopher C. Whalen, MD, MS, Professor, both in the Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics.  Each project tackles important problems regarding two sister epidemics in Uganda: HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis (TB).

Dr. Sethi and his colleagues will create and integrate a mobile pharmacy into current programs that provide antiretroviral therapy to HIV-infected individuals living in rural Uganda.  The goal of their project is to improve medication adherence and reduce the risk of emergence of drug-resistant HIV in the community.

Dr. Whalen and his colleagues will employ active case finding methods in the community to identify individuals with both HIV and TB.  Early diagnosis of individuals with HIV and TB is imperative for it can reduce mortality and prevent further spread of these diseases to other people.

These projects continue to strengthen the longstanding Uganda-Case Western Reserve University Collaboration.  Since 1988, the Collaboration has been committed to address the public health priorities of Uganda, to build research capacity, and to train the next generation of scientists in the country. Evidence for the latter is demonstrated by the fact that three of the Co-Investigators on the two DDCF studies received their graduate degrees from the Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics.  Dr. Francis Bajunirwe, (Ph.D. ‘07), Dr. Juliet Sekandi (M.S. ‘06) and Dr. Henry Luzze (M.S. ‘05) were supported by the AIDS International Training and Research Program (AITRP) and International Clinical, Operational and Health Services Research and Training Award (ICOHRTA) training grants funded by the Fogarty International Center, National Institutes of Health (TW00011 and TW06900, respectively).

Through the Center For AIDS Research (CFAR) and Tuberculosis Research Unit (TBRU), Case Western Reserve University continues to be a global leader in HIV/AIDS and TB research.

The press release from DDCF can be found at http://www.ddcf.org/doris_duke_files/download_files/ORACTAPressRelease2007.pdf and descriptions of the two projects proposed can be found at http://www.ddcf.org/page.asp?pageId=683.

